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Of course, the overall determination of textual cohesion is how well your introduction and
conclusion reiterate the same thesis or line of argument. Your introduction sets out what
you intend to argue, your conclusion — in part — summarises what you have just argued, so

there should be a high degree of correlation!

Length

How much should you write? This is not really a valuable question. No marker will be
counting words or pages and allocating you a mark for length. You must write coherently
and succinctly, and with adequate explanation and supporting evidence for your ideas.

Past Examination Reports made a specific note that many candidates wrote long, rambling
responses, trying to display everything they knew rather than just what was relevant to
the guestion. An essay which answers the gquestion explicitly and which displays
understanding of relevant course concepts is what is actually required and will be rewarded
the most highly. However, writing an essay that only discusses one or two points will not
demonstrate your mastery of your texts or the course. There is really no need to ask how
much you ought to write. Write what you need to in order to address the question to the

best of your ability.

Spelling and grammar

Markers understand that your exam responses are essentially a first draft and, as such,
minor spelling, punctuation and grammar errors are overlooked. However, as we have
discussed earlier, your written expression contributes significantly to your mark,
particularly in the extent to which it enhances or impedes your argument. It is essential that
you spend time proofreading your work after you have written it. Often our brain moves
faster than our hands and what you actually wrote down is not quite what was in your head!

As you proofread, check that:
e each sentence makes sense

o each sentence logically builds on the previous one

e your spelling is generally correct — particularly syllabus terms, text details and

guestion keywords
e your punctuation is generally correct
e you have stayed focused on the question

e youhave included, and explained, sufficient textual evidence

e you have used the most appropriate terminology.

A word on punctuating titles

Markers expect you to use appropriate titling conventions when referring to your texts.

Traditionally, in handwritten essays, the following applies:
e Long works (novels, plays, anthologies) are underlined.
o Short works (individual poems, short stories, articles) are in ‘inverted commas’.
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Using textual evidence
Summarising your text

P . . . y w

For example:

The Hfzndmaid’s Tale is a dystopian novel in which a conservative, theocrati

republic ,im?s beew established ln the former USA. n a soclety where ,IerLLLL; ”
commodLﬁed following wirss sterLL’L'tg, the protagonist O{fvfd nas to{ a;{' E’jc is
her shocklng wew Life as a reproductive slave for the elite. e

Using quotes as evidence

Avoi ipti i
A fl{l;;;ﬁzhde?scriptlons from the text via long quotations or exhaustive paraphrasing of
. References to, and quotations from, the t
. X , ext should only be used
e | ’ . ed to support
your analysis and not as extra padding to fill out an answer. Quotes should be succinc{zgnd

highly selective; don’t incl i
; ude entire length i ; .
ohrase. gths of textual evidence if you all need is a particular

For example, many students write passages such as:

Atwood conveys that the abrupt and siguificant changes in Offred’s world
have created a crisis of tdentity. This is show in the following Lo’ce-‘ Ik V
wher‘e l af’“” andl who, and what day it ls. These ave the tests aid ! ém s;iw
Sowity is o valuable possession; | hoard it the way people once inoarde;
mongy. [ save it, so 1 will have enough, whew the time comes.” '

This is unnecessary, as the following abbreviated version reveals:

At : Lol

A 008 cov;velds ifhat the abrupt and significant changes tn Offred’s world
" ; cr’emte” a erisls of ldewtity, one where sanity has becowme “a valuable

P : sstow. Like “the way people once honrded money,” Offred saves hevs so

she “Will have enough, when the time comes.”

| . . . . .
. . . . g . v

Too i
makiifte%]jth_ough, students include quotes as if they are self-evident of the point they are
interpi—;t El:/is not a_ccefptable. You know from your own study that there are many ways to
en a single sentence of a text. You mu i i

: st explain — usin i
" 3 gle appropr
ali?;?ﬁi;agf thr;\1 Siﬁnlflcance of the evidence in terms of your argumengt YF;Z s?mliﬁz

ect on whether you have fully explained the poi i .
: point or evidence i
" presented. That

your job as a student. To leave the marker to assume why the quote you have provided :z

evidence of your point will
| get you nowhere and potentially ev i i
“marker has a different interpretation. v even hinderyour respanse fThe
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ple, many students write sentences such as:

For exam
women ave marginalised within the novel.

This quote shows how

Actually, it doesn’t. It is your explanation of the quote that might show how women are

marginalised in the text, but the guote alone will not.

As a general rule, quotations should be brief. Use them to support of explain an argument
or point, Don’t throw them in for the sake of it. Present detailed, specific evidence and fully
explain the relevance of this evidence. Do not make the evidence too general or unclear,

because you need to demonstrate your knowledge of the text.

s is to just drop a guote into the middle of a sentence.
Whenever you include a quote, your own grammar needs to be preserved. Your quote must
he integrated in a fashion that results in a grammatically correct and fluent sentence.
Sometimes this means you need to manipulate your sentence to integrate the quote

A bad habit of many student

correctly.

For example:
on “was thrilled to @ welrd passion” regarding her

Connie feels Mrs Bolt
colucntion at the hands of Clifford, ‘@ wan of the upper classes.” Taklng the
wing gave Clitford, 2 meraber of the gentry, “a stnst of

Cconmle understands “all that nace then Wpper closs”;
7 authoritg, v addition to “the monel.”

woman wader his
power.” Observing this,
that Ls, the sntitlement an

Sometimes, and only if absolutely necessary, you can use ellipses and square brackets to
manipulate your guotes. An ellipsis reveals that you have omitted some words, whereas
square brackets are used to alter a word within a quote, such as to change its tense or
substitute a proper noun for a pronoun. You should never change the meaning, however.

For example:

clifford’s education of Connie
affair could have done.”

"ouSed L ey @ passi,ow... deeper than any Love

clitford's education neowsed e [Comniel @ ascion owg response deeper than
P T P

any) love pffotr.”
Leading in to your guotes: providing context

It is never acceptable to just casually drop in a
contextualising the situation for your marke
quotation from Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey.
orientation for your marker. Three different approaches are:

1. When Charlie says to Jasper through his bedroom window, ...

2. Notice how Charlie reveals his insecurity when he says to Jasper, ..
3. Silvey demonstrates his underlying values when his protagonist says to Jasper...
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quote. You need to lead into i,
r. For example, you might want to showcase a
Lead into the quotation with a short contextual
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Where the .

<ignificant i,iUOte comes from within the text, or the situation in which it arose, can have a

to markers b pact on the.way the reader will interpret it. Not providing this cont’ext can lead
rkers being uncertain of the logic of your interpretation. =

Leading out: analysis

After i .
this ex;;:f: Zf;\?:;dtic:syour evidence, lead out of it effectively. For example, explain how
of deconstruction skill paragra.ph 5 pt?mt. To say ‘this clearly shows’ is to reveal your lack
terature ctodont i tfoss.h Quotations will never ‘clearly show’ anything; your job as a
making, This is where ourow elzxactiy P'wow the guote functions to support the point you are
analyse textual evidenyce Tr;ii EinaaEZSIS comes into play, where you showcase your ability to
often overlooked by S’Eud:”:'nts, Me‘/ component of any Literature essay, yet one that is

The effective leadin i
g-out of a quotation is also an
exc i
demonstrate your technical terminology. cllent opportuniy for you to
For example, instead of writing:

The dialogue here shows...

You might want to lead out with:
Notice the protagonist’s cruel tone and accusative inflection when he says
A useful t i i
echnigue for managing the use of quotations is S.Q.E., which stands for Statement

{(which is what you are tryi
ying to prove), Quotation, Explanati
the guotation and then explain the relevance. ° o ou mele 2 statement, use

(gao Y@'P\f?sewts the tdeologieal voice of racial ptherness, as can be seen
his description of Othello as ‘aw ol black vam tupping @ white ewe! whigh
ot ouly wiileges colour 15 0 signifier of diffutnce t olso o gructs.
Othello and black, people in general, I‘,w bes.tlai ;cerms =] —
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